Walton Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2023

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

Notas
1. The audit of accounts for Walton Parish Council for the year ended 31 This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
March 2023 has been completed and the accounts have been of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
published. include puhlication on the

smatler authority's website.
The smallar autharty must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
exiernal auditor report must be
pubiicly avaliable for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government ¢lector of the area of Walton Parish
Council on application to:

{a> PC/C({ Nm\* ue’{v , K‘po (a) insert the name, posiiion and

KLTOW - A addrass of the person to whom
locat government elacters should
C.H’i‘) oL LPME lN Ky Tons N‘FT’_ N i apply to Inspect the AGAR

(b) o S\S - m (’.’ ”’S PM {b} #nisert the hours during which

inspection rights may be
exercised

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ E 2 {c) for each | (o insert a reasonable sum for
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. capying costs
{d) Insert the name and position of

Announcement made by: (d) F«:’FE& Nk"&\" ; U(?(\C!} K\(‘)
person plasing the notice
Date of announcement; (e} 37 % Mb e( '}U )’3 (e} Insent the date of placing of the

notice

’ worw.pkidoom




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022123

We acknowledge as the members of:

‘!ﬁrﬂ

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangernants for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

© Agrood

1. Wo have putin place arangements for effective finanoial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

2. Wa maintained ah adequate sysiem of Inlemal control
Ineluding measures dasignad ta pravant and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewsd its effectivaness,

3, We took all reasonable steps lo assure ourselvas
that thare are no matters of actual or potenilal
nen-compliants with {aws, regulations and Proser
Practices thal could have & significant financial effect
on the abHlty of this authority to congust its
business or manage fts finances,

4. We provigiaid proper opporlunity during the year for
the exércifaof dlacfors’ rights in accordance with the
raguiraivtants of {heAvcounis and Audit Regulations,

&, Wa carriud out an assessmant of the risks fasing this
authorlty and took appropriate steps to manage thaso
risks, including e introduction of internat controis andfor |
extornal insurance tovar where requirad,

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effactlva systam of intarnal audlt of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters ralsed
In reports from Intarnal and externat audt,

8, We consldered whether any igation, liabillies or
commitments, events or ransactions, occurring alther
during or-after the yesr-and, have a financial Impeet on
this autharlty and, where appropriate, have Included them
in the accounting statements,

9. (For tooal councils only) Trust funds Inctuding
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustes we dlschanged our scsountability
responsibliiies for the fund(s)asssts, Including
finanglal raporting and, If required, independent
examination or aucli,

how the authority will address the weaknesses Identifled.
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata
meeting of the authority on:

and racorded as minuf;

(2}

propared s accaunting statements in aceordance
with the Accounits and Auvdit Regulations.

nade proper arranements and accapted responsibiity
for saleguarding the public mongy and resources in
s sharge.

=t hag only done what It bas the lagel power (o do and has
compliad with Propar Pracilces In doing so.

A during the year gave all persons inferestad the opporlunfly to
il nspact and ask questions about this authorlly’s aceounts,

i considered and docurmeniad the finanelal and other Hels A
faces and dealt with them properly.

i arranged for a competent parsen, Indapendsnt of the finaticial
vonlrols and procedines, to give an oljective view on whether
inteinal controls meel the needs of this smalier authority,

il responded 1o matters brought Io Rts attentlon by intemaf ang
extarnal uoll,

A disclosed everything It should have about its business activity
during the year Including evants taking place after the year
shdd if refevant,

Mo NI/ hns met all of s responsibiiiies where, as a body
. corptrate, It is a sofe managing frustee of a local
st or frugts,

S K

*Pleage prpv]de‘éxplanations to the external auditor on a separate sheaet for each ‘No’ response and describo

These sheets must be. published with the Annual

Signad by the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Ghairman ¥

Clerk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Year ending

31 March i %1 March
) ; X
4. Balances brought i W U
forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

3. (+) Total other recslpts

4, (-~} Staff costs

8. («) Loan Interest/capital
repayments

6. () Alf other payments

7. (=) Balances varriad
forward

Flease round all ligures fo nearest £1. Do not feave any
boxas blank and report £0 or Nif balances. Al figures must
agree fo underlying firancial records.,

Total balences and reserves af the beginning of the voar

11 as recorded In the financial records. Value must agree tp
Box 7 of previcus year.

Tota! amount of precep! (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants
recelved,

Tofaf Income or recelpts as recorded In the cashbook less
the precept or rates/ievias recelved (line 2). include any
grants recelved.

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

employers NI conlribullons, employers pension
contributions, grafultiss and severance paymenls.

3 Total expenditure or payments of capital and inlsrast
madle during the year on the authordy’s borrowings (if any),

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cagh-
book less staff costs (iine 4) and loan interast/eapiial
topaymerils {line 5},

P B, BT A

| Total balances and reserves at the end of the year, Must
agual (14243) - (4+65+6),

8, Total value of cash and
short term fnvestments

9. Total fixad assets plus
long term invastmants
and agsets

10, Totat berrowings

“For Local Councils Onty

11a,. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(inchuding charltabie)

11h. Disctosure note re Trust funds
{including charliable) i

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have baen prepared on alther a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basls following the guidance In
Govarnance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities ~ a
Practittoners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present falty
the financlal position of this authority,

presented to tho ay
by

g,

| The sum of alt qurvent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short terrn invesiments held as at 31 March ~
| To agrse with bank reconciiiation.

| The value of all the property the authorily owns - It Is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
1 21 March. '

=4 The oufstanding capiial bajance as at 31 March of afl loans
Y from third peartles (Inciucing PWLE).

The Council, as a body porporate, acts as sole ftustee and
Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assals,

The figures in the accounting statements above o not
inglutle any Trust transactions.

Signed by Chalrman of the masting where the Accounting
§Fa}emen s were approved

J
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2022/23

Walton Parish Council - WY0082 " " =

In respect of :

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accerdance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public budies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is availabie from the NAQ website — hitps:/iwww.nac.org.uk/code-audlit- |
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority Is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
systerm.of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordarnce with
Proper Praciices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2623; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors. !

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

On the bagsis.of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accouniabilét% Return {AGAR), in our opinion the Information in
Sections 1 and 2 of tie AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and na other matiers have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant leglslation and regulatory requirements have not besn met.

Cther matters not affecting our opinion which we draw te the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 2, 4 and 5, but it has provided
the appointed auditor with an adeguate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary {o address weaknesses identified.

in the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has grawn attention to weaknessas In
relatlon to risk assessment and publication of public rights on website. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these
areas of weakness in a timely manher.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We ceriify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermnance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibifities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2023.

External Auditor Signature
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bilis, vouchers, receipts and other documents refating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which ali smaller authorities’ accounting records are available o inspect. This will be 3-14 July
2023 for 2022/23 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
pubic rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions ahout the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, reguire
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can guestion the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be dohe in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask somecne to represent you when asking
the external auditor questians.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smalier authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what' questions, not ‘why' questions. The external auditor cannct answer
guestions about policies, finances, proceduras or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller autharity. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
¢an ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objecticn, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts an which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report,

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may hot use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an cbjection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudifed Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

For more detaiied guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts; A guide fo
your rights are available from the NAO website.




